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My Pedagogical Approaches, Debts, and 
Reactions in Practice

• Worldwide dominance of English (Motha, 2014) 
• disadvantages students who speak other languages 
• diminishes their ways of knowing (MacPherson 2003; Motha, 

2014) 

• Rewarding students for their writing-related labour (Inoue, 2015; 
2019) 

• gives them incentive to work on their writing

• helps me welcome diverse linguistic skill sets into my classrooms

• Encouraging codemeshing, the mixing of languages and linguistic 
varieties (Canagarahah 2006; 2011) in students’ writing 

• most students use textisms more comfortably than Academic 
English(es).
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Pedagogical Approaches (continued)

• Encouraging students to integrate free speech-to-text options (Elbow 
2012) 

• Uses technology 

• Encourages use of home language

• Codeswitching is universal

• Baker-Bell argues that just Black students experience this (Baker-
Bell 2020) – I disagree. 

• Textisms appear in student writing, suggesting they all codeswitch

• Antiracist and decolonizing approaches drive my teaching (Chavez, 
2021)
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Pedagogical Approaches (continued)

• Research on the relationship between textisms, texting, and student 
writing, is very young

• Most educators widely believe texting undermines student 
achievement (Verheijen, 2013)

• Comparing student frequency of texting with quality of their 
academic writing (Bostina-Bratu, 2015; Khatoon et al., 2020; Odey 
et al. 2014; Saleem & Bakhsh, 2017; Shafie et al., 2010) 

• Texting as a tool

• Textisms as a tool
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In Students’ Own Words: Advantages of 
Texting

• Clearer discussion of ideas; better organization of ideas; easier record 
keeping in group [of who said what]; easier to select what ideas to use for 
the final [paragraph].

• Easy, convenient, flexible, personal [students used these words constantly 
to describe texting].

• Less spelling mistakes [students mentioned liking the autocorrect function]

• Discussing views virtually…rather than meeting physically. 
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Students’ Comments About Disadvantages of 
Texting

• Tendency to use short words like we use for texting (textisms); use 
of short or incorrect spellings.

• I made many grammatical mistakes.

• Lesser direct communication; more changes or misinterpretation of 
ideas; time delays, as the group members think “Oh! We can text 
anytime!” 

• There were lot[s] of ideas coming up to all so it took us time to find 
what exactly we could explain in the topic to bring out [the] best 
argument. 
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Students’ Comments on Dictating and 
Comfort in Response to the Final Question

• Dictating is one option that I haven’t used much but I would like 
use it in the future in my writing process. 

• I would use texting & dictating if I had to create assignment at 
home because it is more faster and I can send my text messages 
to my peers so that they can see my ideas and vice-versa. Same 
goes for dictating[;] though I haven’t used this [before today,] … in 
future, dictating my idea to my peers would be awesome and very 
quick. 
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Students’ Comments on the Advantages of 
Dictating

• It was…easier since I don’t need to type.

• Dictating doesn’t nee[d] typing or writing which could be […] 
tiresome work for some people and takes least time. 

• This comment came up a lot. There is a wide variance in the 
students’ comfort typing assignments. 

• Easily found mistakes when I [used dictation] to wr[i]te any essay.

• One of the dictation options I introduced to the students to, 
otter.ai (the free version), often picks the correct form of words 
that sound the same. Both this and iPhone dictation functions 
seemed to be the most popular. 
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More Student Comments on the Advantages 
of Dictating

• Easy and fast way; less time required; helps us remember things 
effectively. 

• Just does all the work in one go. 

• Increases concentration; increases learning power.

• It helps [to] interpret better ideas to the people around you.
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Students on Disadvantages of Dictating

• Mistakes often occur when we speak and need to be edit[ed].

• Only one [person] can share their idea at a time. 

• Very unfamiliar. 

• The listener would need great attention so that they don’t miss 
something; background noise could be a problem; sharing is 
troublesome. 
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Advantages of Handwriting According to 
Students

• It is more effective [than other methods] to generate thesis and 
other connecting sentences.

• Handwriting helps to improve our grammar and also improve our 
mistakes.

• From young age, we are using it so it is very helpful for us. 

• I would use handwriting[...and] dictating for idea generation to stick 
to the plan and given ideas. Handwriting skills [...] I would like to 
use more and more in future. Handwriting improves [my skills for] 
other international exams (IELTS).
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Disadvantages of Handwriting According to 
Students

• It took much time […compared to] texting.

• As we do it individually, it becomes hard to convey our messages with 
other peers. 

• Hard to organize ideas, drafts of thesis statements, paragraph, etc. 

• [increased] Grammar mistakes and spelling mistakes 

• Slow. Ideas slip out if I am not fast enough to write during 
brainstorming.

• Not environmentally friendly.
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Challenges for a Non-Native Speaking Writing Tutor: A 
Personal Narrative 

17



Students’ Preference: Native or Non-Native Speaking Tutors?

Native Speaker Fallacy (Phillipson, 1992): NS tutors are deemed to be 
better because they are native speakers and do not have an accent.

An ESL student’s comment after a tutorial with a NNS tutor

“… the first impression when I saw her (.) and stuff when she talk or her 
accent or something (.) like make me doubt”

The same student’s comment after a tutorial with a NS tutor

“… I think I love her writing style, like the ways she suggested. If it was her, 
she would write (.) this way. I mean (.) I feels like (.) oh yeah (.) that's 
better…”

(Zhao, 2017)
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Conflict of Expectations 

Fix my grammar 

mistakes!

I want to help you 

improve your writing!
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Self-Marginalization

An NNS tutor’s comment on my cover letter: ‘I am not sure about this 
because English is not my first language!’

What can be done?

1.Setting up focused reading groups

2.Tutor and student training
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Decades in the Making: Critical and Diverse Discourse 

Practices in Online Writing Instruction - Sheila Batacharya

● Applied Linguistics: Computer Assisted Language Learning and 

Technology Mediated Language learning (Hauk & Wernecke 2013, 

Helm 2015, Reinders & White 2016)

● Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) (Ensmann et al. 2021; 

Sousa 2021) and Writing Studies/Centre scholarship (Wardle & 

Downs 2020; WAC Clearinghouse n.d.). 

● Multilingualism, multimodality, accessibility, digital approaches

● Anti-racist and decolonial classrooms (Chavez 2021) 

● Critical language awareness (CLA) (Shapiro, 2022) 
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Critical Language Awareness (CLA) Approach (Shapiro 

2022) 

● Language Awareness (LA): language knowledge and metacognition

● Critical Language Awareness (goals): self-reflection, social justice, 

and rhetorical agency

● Conceptual and practical; “pedagogically generative rather than 

prescriptive” (p. 54)

● Context and situated language concepts

● Not restricted to specific curricula 

● Critical point of view: language as always interlocked with identity, 

power, and privilege
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Diverse Language Concepts and Discourse Strategies

● “Adda” - Dipesh Chakraborty (2009)

○ Contested discourse strategy 

○ Agency, discourse, indexicality, and identity

○ Belonging, engagement, and enjoyment

● “Feeling and placing language” - Natalie Baloy (2011)

○ Deconstruct stereotypes about urban aboriginal people 

○ Acknowledge linguistic diversity in urban aboriginal population 

○ Make places for language learning (e.g., immersion camps, 

internet, cultural expression, apprenticeship, groups, place 

names, protocols)

○ Belonging, engagement, and enjoyment 
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Discussion Questions

Marci: How have you continued to navigate the tools students bring to the 
writing process in various writing contexts in ways that make space for 
identities of all kinds? What prompts you to suggest different or unfamiliar 
tools for students to use?

Majid: I would like to know if you have taken any measures in your writing 
centre against native speaker fallacy or what measures you think can be 
taken.

Sheila: What are non-standard language concepts and discourse 
strategies that you know about and/or share with your students?

Your questions?
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