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What is Structural Violence?  

Term introduced by Johan Galtung in “Violence, Peace, and Peace Research” (1969):  “There may 

not be any person who directly harms another person in the structure. The violence is built into 

the structure and shows up as unequal power and consequently as unequal life chances” (p. 171) 

The uneven distribution of literacy/education is named directly.  

                                                           
1 These graphs represent only an initial, cursory survey that I did speaking with staff in student services at SFU 

(Back on Track program, Fraser International College, International Services for Students, and the Centre for 

Students with Disabilities) and comments made by staff and student representatives at a panel discussion hosted 

at a Student Learning Commons staff retreat in February 2018. The student narrative circles are also informed by 

comments from a Graduate Writing Facilitator colleague and by my reading of Collins and Sims (2006).  
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Roundtable Discussion Questions 

1. What barriers do we imagine/suspect/know students experience to seeking support through 

the writing centre at their academic institution?  

2. How does the location of the writing centre serve to position it as culturally neutral or 

culturally good, and how does this positioning impact students’ perceptions and experiences 

of the services we offer (perhaps especially if they do not feel welcome)?  

3. In academic institutions where “standard English” is a core writing expectation, what are the 

writing centre’s ethical responsibilities to students? How can writing centres empower 

students’ voices and individual writing practices within these environments?  

 



 
 

Invisible/Invisiblized Barriers 

“Personal violence shows. The object of personal violence perceives the violence, usually, and may 

complain – the object of structural violence may be persuaded not to perceive this at all [….] Structural 

violence is silent, it does not show” (Galtung, 1969, p. 173) 

“the powerless do not recognize their exploitation or their position of subjugation. Even if they [do] they 

tacitly accept the legitimacy of their position” (Thomas-Peter, 2017, np.) 
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2 I read these texts while preparing for this session and thought that they would make for interesting and 

worthwhile further reading. Since I have so far been unable to find any texts that directly address the themes of 
structural violence and writing centres, I am drawing on a number of related texts from outside of the specific 
writing centre context. 
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